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October 2016

My main memory of October is a leisurely Saturday afternoon stroll in Napier becoming a very brisk 
backtrack upon turning a corner and seeing clouds of death ahead of me. I managed to hightail it 1 km to 
shelter before the heavens let rip. Apart from random thunderstorm action, October didn’t offer up too 
many surprises. The month was a tick warmer than usual and rainfall across the region was fairly normal 
when averaged across the catchments. The region was top-heavy when it came to rainfall 
though. Northern Hawke’s Bay attracted plenty while the south coast was a third short of the average 
amount. The Heretaunga Plains was similarly drier than usual, except for the Napier CBD where the stray 
thirty percent was plonked in bulls-eye fashion.
River levels are for the most part benefiting 
from a few months of decent rain.
Groundwater stocks are closing in on normal 
levels for the time of year. Soil moisture levels 
are riding high in the north of the region and 
mostly above normal elsewhere. It’s not too 
often mid-spring that we can say we’re 
reasonably flush with water, but it pays not to 
take it for granted as it doesn’t take long for 
it to turn to custard.

Kathleen Kozyniak
Principal Scientist Climate and Air



SUMMARY – OCTOBER 2016

The short summary 
Wet for some, dry for some, and warmish for 
most us.

This is a summary of the regions rainfall, river 
flows, ground water, air quality and soil 
moisture levels. Data and images provided by 
HBRC.

November to January Forecast
Temperatures – above average
Rainfall – near or above normal 
River flows – near or above normal
Soil moisture – near or above normal
(source : NIWA) 

For more information
www.hbrc.govt.nz
P: 06 835 9200

http://www.hbrc.govt.nz/


TEMPERATURES

Sneaking into above normal for 
daytime temperatures

Mean Difference from Normal

Maximum Temperature: 0.5°C
Minimum Temperature: 0.3°C

Mean Daily Maximum: 17°C
Mean Daily Minimum: 8°C

Highest Daily: 27.1°C
Location: Wairoa Aero AWS 

Lowest Daily: -3.7°C
Location: Taharua



RAINFALL

Near normal overall but there were winners and 
losers 

Percentage of normal October rainfall 
(30 year average)
For areas in the region:
Waikaremoana 132%
Northern HB 178%
Tangoio 124%
Kaweka 92%
Ruahine 77%
Heretaunga Plains 70%
Ruataniwha Plains 108%
Southern HB 65%
Hawke’s Bay Region 106%



RIVER FLOW

Percentage of average October flows for areas 
in the region: 

Northern Coastal 70% 
Northern HB – Hangaroa River 142%
Northern HB – Wairoa River 148%
Northern HB – Waiau River 117%
Mohaka 132% 
Central Coastal 119% 
Tūtaekuri 111% 
Heretaunga Plains 74% 
Ngaruroro - Upper 112% 
Ngaruroro - Lower 138% 
Southern Coastal 69% 
Ruataniwha Plains 124% 
Tukituki 111%
Southern HB 103%
Hawke’s Bay Region 112%



GROUNDWATER &
SOIL MOISTURE

Groundwater: 
Heretaunga basin – A mix of normal and 
below normal water levels

Ruataniwha basin – Mostly below normal 
water levels.

Secondary basin – Mostly normal and 
above normal water levels

Soil Moisture
Above normal
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Pasture growth rates have been good this month with surpluses developing on many properties. However, 
converting these surpluses into hay and silage has been disrupted by showers.  Local store cattle prices 
continue to be strong relative to the beef schedule, on the back of good grass growing conditions.

Despite good pasture levels, milk production, dairy mating results and lamb growth rates have been below 
expectation; this is partly put down to the dull days and lack of sunshine impacting on pasture quality. Wet 
ground conditions have delayed crop establishment in some areas. 

Dairy farmers are reasonably positive with recent lifts in the Global Dairy Trade prices.

Warmer weather in October led to a compressed flowering period for pipfruit which helps to reduce disease 
risk. Pollination is reported to be good with a large crop expected. Summerfruit orchards are carrying average 
to good crops. The season continues to run a few days behind last year. 

Grape vines are growing well helped by good soil moisture levels and no damaging frosts. Grape growers will 
be hoping for warm dry breezy conditions from mid-November when flowering gets underway.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

