Description

The male shoveler has a blue-grey head
with a white vertical stripe between the eye
and bill. They have a bright reddish-brown
breast, and blue wings. Females are not
as brightly coloured.

Food

Shovelers swim with their bill submerged,
sieving food from the water surface, or
through mud. They eat primarily fresh water
invertebrates and the seeds of aquatic
plants.

Breeding

Grass nests are lined with down, and well
hidden in vegetation. Six to ten cream-

coloured eggs with a blue tint are laid g A

between August and December.

N\
HAWKE S BAY



