Fault lines

There are a number of faults passing through
the catchment with the most active being
the Wairarapa fault that passes along the
eastern side of Pekapeka wetland.

Soils

Wetland soils are generally acidic however
peat soils are highly acidic (pH 3-4). The
content of wetland soils depends on how
much peat is present.

Peat

Studies indicate that peat began to form
in the wetland around 10,000 years ago.
Pekapeka has approximately 250mm of
black peat at its center. However at the
edges of the wetland it becomes much
thinner.
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Peat is
harvested as a
source of fuel
in certain parts

of the world. ‘
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