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Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to learn about Pekapeka’s native and exotic vegetation
including both the historical environment as well as the re-vegetation currently underway. Students will have
the opportunity to study and identify vegetation in and around Pekapeka.

This resource provides information about vegetation at Pekapeka wetland and includes a list of books and
websites suitable for students to further their knowledge of these, and other plant species.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, powerpoints and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.

The maor name for flax is harakeke. Itis the main plant used for weaving kete (containers) and whariki
(mats). Flax fibre (muka or whitau) is used to make traditional kakahu (cloaks). Today, harakeke is also
used in non-traditional ways like creating pieces of art

Growth form
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Flowers
N-' -, Harakeke flowers from late October through to February. Each flower
— stalk (korari) , up to five metres tall from the centre of the fan.
Each korari has a group of little branches, that grow out from each
sl&ufheminm These grow bunches of red flowers.
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Activities

FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* Draw a cross section through the wetland and try * Weed around the shrubs and trees that have been
to label the different plants that grow in the different planted.
fiparian zones. » Take photos at the exact same spot every year and
» Collect some seeds from native plants. compare the photos for vegetation growth.
* Throw your seed balls! » Use Activity Sheets ACT001, ACTO012.

* Get involved in restoration! Contact HBRC to attend a
planting day or working bee.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

Design your own wetland. Decide what plants to grow and where to plant them.
Visit a local native plant nursery and learn what they do.

Sow the seeds you collected and create a native plant nursery at school.

Use Activity Sheets ACT008, ACT009, ACT013, ACT 014, ACT 015, ACTO016.

WETLAND CROSS SECTION
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