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Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to learn about the cultural significance of Pekapeka, its history
and how it is relevant today. Students will have the opportunity to research, observe and contemplate the
effects our actions have on the future generations.

This resource provides information about the cultural and historical significance of Pekapeka wetland and it
includes a list of books and websites suitable for students to further their knowledge of these and other topics.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, powerpoints and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.

Settlement resulted in major changes for the land, water, plants and bird life here. People

set about draining wetlands as these were the highly fertile parts of the landscape and good -~
for farming. Wetlands were seen as areas of waste to be filled and then put to good use. [
This is what happened in parts of Pekapeka.
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Activities
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FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* While at Pekapeka, make a list of words to describe
the wetland.

* Draw a picture of Pekapeka and how it looks now.
Compare it to historical images.

* Look for landmarks that you can identify from your
history research.

* Imagine what it would have been like at Pekapeka
wetland 100 years ago. Fill in a ‘then & now’ page with
text and drawings.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

» Write a newspaper report on the restoration work at Pekapeka. 54wy s I e e Lo 35 mindes Lok o b 1 P wedond

What ae the hinds doing™ Wil your observations in S table

» Create a play about the history of Pekapeka and spread the word about how to
help.

* Make ‘then and now’ posters that illustrates what Pekapeka wetland. Discuss
how it could look in the future.

» Have a debate or role play about whether it is worth restoring Pekapeka wetland
from an early settlers, farmers, Maori and conservationist point of view.

» Use Activity Sheets ACT003, ACT004.

TR

HAWKE'S BAY Pekapeka



‘%]fﬁ: CULTURE & HISTORY

Additional Resources
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