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Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to experience New Zealands native and exotic birdlife within a
natural setting of significant cultural heritage. Students will have the opportunity to study, observe and identify
birds in and around Pekapeka.

This resource provides information about birds at Pekapeka Wetland and includes a list of books and websites
suitable for students to further their knowledge of these, and other bird species.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, powerpoints and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.

Unlike many other native birds, the pukeko has adapted well to new habitats, such as L.
grassed paddocks, croplands and even city parks. They have needed to do this because

of the disappearing wetlands. However, the pukeko is really a bird of swampy ground,
lagoons, rushes and swamps.
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Activities

- BIRD WATCHING

S quieBy hear he walers edge ko 3 - 5 minutes. . Loak out for Binds in e wedand
Vhat are the binds doing? Wrile youw atsenmtions in the table

FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* While at Pekapeka, listen, observe and record the » Use Activity Sheets ACT001, ACT012, ACTO17
different birds at Pekapeka.

« Sit quietly near the waters edge for 5 minutes. Look
out for birds in the wetland. Identify the birds and what
they are doing.

Look at the birds feeding, what type of bills and feet
to they have. Sketch a few of the birds and on the
drawing write small descriptions.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

Do a comparison of birds at different types of wetlands. For example, compare
the birds at Ahuriri estuary with those found at Pekapeka wetland.Look at birds
around the school. Discuss the different shaped bills and feet; why are they
likely to be shaped that way? Think about what type of food they eat or whether
they are ground dwelling or tree dwelling birds.

Design a wetland that encourages birds to return to the area. What attributes
would it have?

Learn about some migratory birds at Pekapeka or might in the future habitat
Pekapeka. Would they come to it for feeding or breeding?

Make a song about wetland birds and their adaptations.
Use Activity Sheets ACT002, ACT005, ACT008, ACT009, ACTO11, ACT 017
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Additional Resources
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