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When summing up May, you can’t really go past the only show 
in town for the month – snow.  Not just snow but a dusting 
of snow to sea level.  And although May turned out to be rea-
sonably typical for the last month of autumn, that event alone 
made it pretty atypical.  Admittedly the month started well – 
warm and dry – which meant overall the temperatures for the 
month didn’t come out too badly, but it hurled itself into winter 
late in the piece. The changeable nature of the month didn’t 
help when it came to catching coughs and colds and by month’s 
end I had more precipitation coming out of my nose than fell 
over the region the entire month… which happened to be near 
normal for May.  Soil moisture and groundwater levels also 
tracked along near normal lines but river flows are still in catch 
up mode.  And despite Hawke’s Bay making a brief cameo as 
Antarctica, stoic residents refrained from smoky fires and we 
just breathed icicles instead.

Kathleen Kozyniak



SUMMARY

May was reasonably normal for the last 
month of autumn (apart from snow at 
sea level!) but it sure felt like winter. Did 
I happen to mention snow at sea level?

This is a summary of the region’s rain-
fall, groundwater, river and soil moisture 
levels.

Data and images provided by HBRC.
 
 
June to August Forecast

Temperature - Average to above aver-
age

Rain - Near to below normal

River Flow - Near to below normal

Soil Moisture - Near to below normal
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TEMPERATURES

Near normal, and snow

We had near normal days in May - apart 
from snow at sea level - and some below 
normal nights.
 
Mean Difference from Normal
Maximum Temperature  0.4°C
Minimum Temperature
-0.5°C

Mean Daily Maximum    16°C
Mean Daily Minimum      6°C

Highest Daily
23.8°C
Location: Bridge Pa and Wairoa

Lowest Daily  -5.4°C
Location: Waipukurau



MINISTRY OF  
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

The May Roundup

Farmers are generally reasonably well-placed heading into win-
ter although pasture growth in May didn’t repeat the excellent 
recovery we saw last year.  Snow and frosts at the end of the 
month slowed growth.  Stock are in good condition although 
some farmers have lower stock numbers than usual for winter. 
Planes are busy flying fertiliser on to the hill country.
Dairy production ended the season slightly up on last year.  
Dairy farmers have culled more cows in the past couple of 
months, taking advantage of the relatively good beef prices to 
reduce numbers of poorer performing cows.  This will lessen 
the need to buy in supplementary feed if winter pasture growth 
is below expectation. Dairy farmers are facing a tight cash flow 
over spring and watching their expenditure.
 
Gillian Mangin and Annette Carey 
Ministry of Primary Industries Policy 
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RAINFALL

Nearly normal

Rain was near normal for most of the 
region, and of course we got some snow 
down to sea level.

Percentage of normal May rainfall (30 
year average) for areas in the region:
 
Waikaremoana                              120%
Northern HB                                   74%
Tangoio                                         67%
Kaweka                                         85%
Ruahine                                         70%
Heretaunga Plains                           83%
Ruataniwha Plains                          88%
 
Southern HB                                 102%
Hawke’s Bay region                         86%



RIVER FLOW

Below normal

The region averaged 76% of normal river 
flows.   

Percentage of normal May flows for areas 
in the region:
 
Northern Coastal                           138%
Northern HB                                   63%
Mohaka                                        129%
Central Coastal                               51%
Tūtaekuri                                       52%
Heretaunga Plains                           50%
Ngaruroro-Upper                           102%
Ngaruroro-Lower                            92%
Southern Coastal                            65%
Ruataniwha Plains                           90%
Tukituki                                         59%
Southern HB                                  24%



GROUNDWATER & SOIL

Groundwater Levels

Heretaunga basin
Mostly below normal water levels over 
the confined zone and below normal in 
the unconfined zone

Ruataniwha basin
A mix of below normal and normal water 
levels

Secondary basins
Mostly normal water levels

Soil Moisture
Near normal levels
(compared to last 5 years)



AIR QUALITY

Close calls

There were a few close calls during May, 
but otherwise a good exceedance-free 
month.

The National Environment Standard 
(NES) for particulate matter (PM10) is 
any recording above 50 micrograms per 
cubic metre using a 24 hour average.

The monitoring sites are at:   
2015 TOTALS
 
•  Marewa Park
Napier airshed                                     0
 
•  St Johns College
Hastings                                             0 
 
•  Waitangi Road 
Awatoto                                              0


