
The Ruataniwha Water Storage Scheme would future-proof  
Central Hawke’s Bay, according to John Campbell from DAC Legal 
in Waipukurau.

He says the scheme would mean more jobs, which converts to more economic 
activity and more people living in Central Hawke’s Bay.

“For years we have seen empty shops down the main street of Waipukurau. 
I believe that would be a thing of the past should the Ruataniwha scheme go 
ahead,” says John.

John Campbell also believes it would lessen the risk of the area losing essential 
services, such as banks, postshops, the court and the medical centre.

“Our population hasn’t grown in 30 years, it’s remained static. We’ve seen a 
number of country schools close, as well as country pubs, which are often the 
centre of a community’s social life, and when they close it takes something 
from the community.”

On the job front, John Campbell expects to see a lot more opportunities for 
locals with the Ruataniwha Scheme and also summer casual work for the 
region’s young people returning in the university holidays.

“I also believe the Ruataniwha Scheme increases the chances of us being able 
to keep the freezing works at Takapau, as there will be more feed available in 
summer and more lambs fattened in the region.”

John Campbell says the new normal is summer droughts, which are now 
backed up by autumn droughts, which hit farmers particularly hard.

“Reliable irrigation water takes the stress away from farmers. When farmers 
are happy they’re active in the community, they’re buying new tractors and 
four wheel motorbikes, or their neighbour’s land, and generally boosting the 
region’s economy.”

For further information visit www.hbrc.govt.nz - keyword: Ruataniwha
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