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Introduction

The suggested aim of this section is for students to learn and understand the importance of water quality and
the environmental conditions that effect it. Students will have the opportunity to study, observe and test water
quality in and around Pekapeka.

This resource provides information about water quality and contributors, water levels and controls, as well as
a list of books and websites suitable for students to further their knowledge of these, and other water topics.

Activity sheets can be manipulated and adjusted to suit the intended learning outcomes and photographs can
be used as teacher aids or included in classroom activities, powerpoints and for other curricular activities.

The following activities are based on ‘pre-visit’, ‘on site’ and ‘post visit’ categories and can be chosen according
to ages, levels, interests or needs.
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Wetlands play an important role in impr'oiling water quality. Wetlands absorb water like a ¢
sponge as it flows through it. They also act like a filter to make the water cIeanQr before |
releasing it again. Dirty water in - clean water out! ’Peka ka g? its water from Lake
Poukawa (ground water) and surfac; water runoff from thefurroun ding hills.
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like kidneys,
they clean the
water as it flows
through them

“The shel of the Mud Snal s extended with 7 or 8 whors with deep
grooves. Shllcoors vary fom greys to dark brown and lghtbrown.
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FIELD DAY ACTIVITIES

* While at Pekapeka, make a list of words to describe
the water.

» Have a look around Pekapeka and take note of all the
things that increase and decrease water quality. Make
sketches of each of these things.

» Take water samples from Pekapeka.
» Use Activity Sheets ACT007, ACTO12.

POST-VISIT ACTIVITIES

Make a poster about water quality. Use the sketches you made on your site visit
as a starting point. Are any present at your school? Is there any thing that can
be done to help or ways to teach people about it.

Analyse the water sample taken at Pekapeka by testing its pH and dissolved
oxygen levels. (Contact a facilitator from National Waterways to help).

Make comparisons with the water samples taken from around the school.
Make graphs showing the results. (Remember to compare the surrounding
environments as well).

Use Activity Sheet ACT009.
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WETLAND CROSS SECTION
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Additional Resources
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